Sample interview
 Teachers Activity 6.21
Teachers’ interviews were spread across 1. a preliminary meeting lasting around 15 minutes 2. Post lesson observation interview of around 5 to 10 minutes and 3. Final interview lasting approximately 45 minutes

Preliminary teacher interview
1. I’d like you to look at your class list for a few minutes and think about placing children into 3 main ability groupings for me. A top group, middle and lower ( ie above average, average and below average). Could you look again at the children you’ve placed in the top group? Can you point out 4 or 5 you might consider to be the most able?
2. Could you tell me a little bit about your thoughts on having to categorise the children for me in this way?

3. Could you tell me how you go about organizing a lesson for this range of abilities?

Post lesson interviews

1. Can you tell me about what went well in the lesson?

Differentiation?

Organisation?

Pupil-pupil interaction?

Pupil-teacher interaction?

Final interview
1. I’d like to know a little bit more about …….. and ……… You put them into your very able category. Can you tell me about them and why you feel they are very able?
Previous teacher report?

Exam results?

Class work?

Pupil interaction with pupils and teacher?
Other?
2. What about……. and………? You’ve placed them in …..category. Tell me about them and how you decided on this.

Previous teacher report?

Exam results?

Class work?

Pupil interaction with pupils and teacher?

Other?
3. How did this mixture of ability affect your approach to class 

organization?
Grouping?

Peer teaching?

Differentiation?

Teaching strategies?

Materials?

Different levels/ extension – acceleration or enrichment?
4. How did the very able children respond to these strategies?
Working in ability group with other very able children?

Working independently?

Working on different / more difficult activities within class?
5. Were there any particular ways in which very able children seemed to need particular help and guidance?
              Limitations?

              Interactions with others? 

6. Did you have particular expectations of very able children that you didn’t have of those of average ability?

Behaviour, achievements or effort?

7. Do you think these children’s abilities are fixed or do you think it is possible to improve ability?

Average ability?

Very able?

8. What about progress in your subject? In what ways do you think you affected pupil achievement in the average student? The very able?

Maintain?
Extend?
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